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Funding for KDWPT’s fish and 
wildlife programs comes from 
two sources 1) the sale of hunt-

ing, fishing and furharvesting licenses 
and permits which supply the Wild-
life Fee Fund and 2) federal dollars 
returned to Kansas from the federal 
excise taxes hunters and anglers pay 
on equipment they purchase.  

The federal dollars stem from the 
Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration 
(WSFR) Programs which are admin-
istered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. They were enacted under the 
Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-
Johnson Acts. This approach to fund-
ing wildlife conservation is used by all 
the states and was endorsed by hunters 
and anglers themselves.

The amount of money returned 
to Kansas is based primarily on the 
numbers of licenses and permits the 
agency sells. The federal funds require 
a 25 percent state match which comes 
from sales of hunting, fishing and 
furharvesting licenses and permits, not 
the State General Fund. By law, fee 
funds and federal funding cannot be 
diverted for other uses. 

Sport Fish Restoration funds are 
used for fishery projects, boating ac-
cess, and aquatic education. Wildlife 
Restoration funds are used to re-
store, conserve, manage and enhance 
wildlife and habitats; provide public 
use and access to wildlife resources; 
hunter education; and developing and 
managing shooting ranges.

KDWPT leverages license and 
permit revenues and WSFR funding 
to benefit wildlife, anglers, hunters 
and boaters. WSFR funds are usually 
specific to game animals and sport 
fish, but habitat enhancement efforts 
benefit all fish and wildlife. Popular 
programs such as Walk-In Hunting 
Access (WIHA), Fishing Impound-
ments and Stream Habitat (FISH), 
and Community Fisheries Assistance 
Program (CFAP) are possible because 
of the WSFR program.  

Other programs funded with a com-
bination of federal funds and license 
revenues include aquatic nuisance  
species monitoring and education.  

USERS FUND OUTDOOR, 
TOURISM PROGRAMS 
State General Fund does not support outdoor or tourism programs, staff

Fish and Wildlife

KDWPT’s boating programs serve the 
needs of recreational boaters for ac-
cess, education, boat registration and 
boating safety. Programs are funded 
by a mix of 1) state boat registration 
revenues which go into the Boating 
Fee Fund and 2) Recreational Boating 
Safety Program funds administered by 
the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG). 

As the USCG describes it, “user pays/
user benefits,” since the federal mon-

• Developing, improving, and main-
taining docks, boat ramps, toilet 
facilities; and inspecting marinas 

• Enforcing vessel operation, sani-
tation, sound muffling and boating 
under the influence laws

• Investigating boating accidents 
and thefts, officer training, and 
search and rescue operations

• Administering boating education 
and water safety programs, pub-
lishing boating information, and 
appearing at fairs and boat shows

ies are paid by boaters and anglers 
from federal excise taxes attributable 
to motorboat and small engine fuel use 
and on sport fishing equipment such as 
rods and reels.       

KDWPT uses boat registration rev-
enues along with matching federal 
funds – the amount of which is de-
termined by the number of registered 
watercraft – to support boating-related 
programs such as:

Boating and Boating Safety
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State Parks 

Kansas Tourism 

As of FY2013, the state’s 26 
state parks no longer receive 
State General Fund revenues 

and rely almost entirely on user fees. 
Park operations, programs and staff 
are funded primarily through the sale 
of park entrance permits and campsite 
fees which go into the Park Fee Fund 
and cabin rental fees which supply the 
Cabin Fee Fund. The state parks also 
receive monies from the Economic 
Development Incentive Fund (EDIF). 
Funds are used to operate and main-
tain the state parks, fund state park 
law enforcement and provide safe, 
enjoyable outdoor recreation experi-
ences and activities for more than 6 
million visitors. 

Some federal funding has been used to 
enhance state park trails and facilities, 
although the funds cannot be used 
for park operation and maintenance 
activities. 

Grants from the National Park Ser-
vice’s Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund (L&WCF) have been used 
for planning, acquisition, and develop-
ment of state and local outdoor rec-
reation facilities. The grant program 
provides 80 percent matching funds, 
on a reimbursement basis, for eligible 
recreational trail and trail-related proj-
ects. KDWPT is authorized to admin-
ister the L&WCF program in Kansas 
and may transfer some of the funds to 
local jurisdictions to acquire land or 
develop outdoor recreation facilities. 
Traditionally, about 75 percent has 

been awarded to local sponsors and 25 
percent has been invested in state proj-
ects, although that may vary. The ratio 
of money reserved for state and local 
projects is determined by KDWPT.

Funding for some trail development 
and improvements may come from the 
federal Recreational Trails Program 
(RTP) administered by KDWPT and 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA). Funds for this program are 
appropriated by the FHWA to KDW-
PT for recreational trail development. 
Projects must fall into one or more of 
three categories: motorized, non-mo-
torized, or diversified recreational trail 
or trail-related projects. Projects that 
provide for improved ADA and envi-
ronmental impacts are a high priority.

Expenditures for the Tourism Division 
are funded by revenues from the EDIF 
fund along with income from sales of 
products and services such as Kansas! 
magazine, advertising and display 
space in publications and shows and 
the Blue Sign Logo program which 
KDWPT manages (the revenues are 
transferred from KDOT). The non-
EDIF revenues go into the Tourism 
Publication and Sales Fee Fund. 

The Tourism Division publishes 
Kansas! magazine as well as travel, 
byways, outdoors and state park 
guides; promotes Kansas outdoors, 
attractions and destinations in-state, 
nationally and internationally; 
markets the Kansas Byways; adminis-
ters the Kansas Agritourism program; 
provides the tourism industry with 
news, research, marketing tools and 

education; and hosts the state’s official 
travel and tourism website (TravelKS.
com) where industry partners can 
promote local and regional attractions, 
activities and events. Division 
employees – assisted by other depart-
ment employees as needed – staff 
displays at outdoor recreation and 
tourism industry trade shows. 

The division also administers two 
local grant programs that are 
funded with EDIF funds:

• Attraction Development Grants 
designed to help develop new 
tourism attractions or the enhance 
existing attractions.

• Tourism Marketing Grants that 
assist organizations with innova-
tive, dedicated advertising and 
marketing.
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FY 2014 Revenues & 
Expenditures

FY2014 Revenue* 

* Includes carryover appropriations

SOURCE AMOUNT
Hunting and Fishing Licenses & Permits Sold $22,765,869
Federal Funds (detailed in next chart) 19,776,474
Park Permits Sold 6,846,844
Boat Registrations Sold 970,308
State General Fund 0
Economic Development Initiatives Funds (EDIF) 5,667,689
Other 17,752,589

TOTAL AGENCY REVENUE $73,779,773

FY2014 Federal Funds Received
SOURCE AMOUNT

U.S. Coast Guard – Recreational Boating Safety $943,070
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – 
Sport Fish Restoration Act (Fisheries) 4,694,580
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – 
Wildlife Restoration Act (Wildlife) 11,051,583
Other Federal Funds 3,087,241

TOTAL FEDERAL FUNDS RECEIVED $19,776,474

FY2014 Agency Expenditures
PROGRAM AMOUNT

Fisheries and Wildlife $27,240,134
Parks 12,092,899
Capital Improvements 8,216,994
Admin., Executive Services, Information Services 8,997,927
Law Enforcement 6,784,725
Tourism 4,166,922
Grants 1,316,175
Ecological Services 1,008,278
Education 1,859,631
Debt Service 0

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $71,683,685
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FISH & WILDLIFE LICENSES & PERMITS # SOLD REVENUE
Resident Fish ($18) 156,654 $2,819,772
Nonresident Fish ($40) 10,934 $437,360
Resident Combo Hunt/Fish ($36) 41,113 $1,480,068
Nonresident Combo Hunt/Fish ($110) 1,308 $143,880
5 Day Trip Fish ($20) 4,638 $92,760
24 Hour Fish ($3) 61,622 $184,866
3 Pole Permit ($4) 22,747 $90,988
Trout Permit ($10) 14,286 $142,860
Lifetime Fish ($440) 127 $55,880
Lifetime Combo Hunt/Fish ($880) 415 $365,200
Lifetime Hunt ($440) 638 $280,720
Lifetime Furharvester ($440) 24 $10,560
Lifetime Payments (variable) 759 $76,449
Resident Hunt ($18) 62,566 $1,126,188
Nonresident Hunt ($70) 53,594 $3,751,580
Nonresident Jr Hunt ($35) 2,537 $88,795
Controlled Shoot Area ($15) 10,240 $153,600
48-Hour Waterfowl ($25) 2,893 $72,325
Resident Combo Hunt/Fish Multi-year 16-20 ($70) 789 $55,230
Resident Fish Multi-year 16-20 ($40) 929 $37,160
Resident Hunt Multi-year 16-20 ($40) 112,616 $2,301,228
Resident Deer Permits/Tags (variable) 145,861 $3,278,833
Nonresident Deer Permits/Tags (variable) 29,081 $7,562,728
Resident Turkey Permits/Tags (variable) 50,155 $761,990
Nonresident Turkey Permits/Tags (variable) 26,078 $694,005
Resident Elk Permits (variable) 81 $11,650
Antelope Permits (variable) 521 $21,647
Resident Furharvester ($18) 8,276 $148,968
Nonresident Furharvester ($250) 111 $27,750
JR Furharvester ($10) 294 $2,940
Nonresident Bobcat License ($100) 80 $8,000
Other Hunt/Fish/Big Game Permits (variable) 106,844 $237,905
Duplicate Hunt/Fish/Big Game 9,875 $98,750
Commercial Licenses/Permits 990 $76,208
SR Hunt/Fish Licenses (variable) 6,946 $68,058
SR Hunt/Fish Lifetime Pass ($40) 4,394 $173,600

TOTAL 838,620 $24,648,073

CY 2014 Sales

CY 2014 Licenses and Permits Sold
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STATE PARKS PERMITS # SOLD REVENUE
Annual Vehicle (variable) 39,769 $777,353
Annual Camp (variable) 3,239 $521,000
Duplicate Vehicle(variable) 394 $3,940
Daily Vehicle (variable) 0 $787,106
Daily Camp (variable) 0 $301,282
Camp w/utility (variable) 0 $2,479,318
14-Day Camp (variable) 688 $62,778
Utilities (variable) 0 $595,835
Prime Sites ($2) 3,595 $7,181
Group Camping (variable) 0 $4,510
Annual Trail Permits ($10) 422 $4,220
Daily Trail Permits ($2) 40 $118
Reservations ($11) 7,896 $86,863
Country Stampede and Other Festivals (variable) 6 $55,997
Yellow/Summons Penalties 920 $13,915
Concession Marina Income PFF 87 $158,085
Shelter Revenue (variable) 0 $11,485
State Park Passport (new in 2013) * 76,933 $1,153,998
Cabin/Lease Camp 222 $41,342
RV Storage 7 $527
Special Park Events 390 $11,928
Misc Park Revenue 0 $12,561

TOTAL 134,608 $7,091,340

CY 2014 State Parks Permits Sold

# SOLD REVENUE
Boats ($30) 31,194 $934,650
Boat Dealers (variable) 44 $310
Boat Duplicates ($10) 1,051 $10,470

TOTAL 32,289 $945,430

CY 2014 3-year Boat Registrations Sold

Park Cabins $1,239,474
Public Lands Cabins $63,665

TOTAL $1,303,139

CY 2014 Cabin Revenues

STATE PARK VISITATION
Cedar Bluff 144,353 
Cheney 452,289 
Clinton 357,313 
Crawford 223,930 
Cross Timbers 428,122 
Eisenhower 128,814 
El Dorado 711,235 
Elk City 201,156 
Fall River 352,871 
Glen Elder 199,972 
Hillsdale 641,809 
Kanopolis 184,578 
Kaw River 30,568 
Lovewell 188,846 
Meade 83,986 
Milford 575,155 
Perry 185,092 
Pomona 155,939 
Prairie Dog 193,343 
Prairie Spirit Trail 66,400 
Sand Hills 31,650 
Scott 140,400 
Tuttle Creek 586,896 
Webster 184,950 
Wilson 230,277 

TOTAL 6,679,944 

CY 2014 State Parks 
Visitation

Visitation to the state’s 26 state 
parks follows a seasonal 
trend – most people visit be-

tween Memorial Day and Labor Day. 
Weather and lake conditions strongly 
influence attendance figures, particu-
larly during holiday weekends such as 
Memorial Day, July 4, and Labor Day.
  

* The 2012 Legislature created the Kansas State Parks Passport. Long term, it is 
expected to help increase and stabilize the funding from annual parks permits.


